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WASHINGTON | —_
Scienlisls in a secrel gov-
arnment project injected

18 meu. women i chil-

dren with overdases  of
Pluosinn three decacdes
ape without  felling Lo
subjects what they were
being piven, federal re-
searchers said Saturday.

Pr. James Liverman of
the Foerpy Resenrch and
Develnpment  Adfiinistra-
tion said there s no
evidrnen that any of the
W suhjecis  suffered il

elieeis from the experl-

ment,

Seivnee Trends, a
wewsletter,  said - present
veseieehers whn recently
Tearued of e exprecimusit
i ellseally Vregnes
hensatibe S bl vidoahibs

for whal it taught sbout
the clfects of plutonium
cxposure.

Plutonium is considered
one of e most loxic
subsiances known. Even
small smmounts are capd-
bic of causing cancer,

But Dr. Palricia Durhin
of Llawrence Berkeley
Lahoratory at Berkeley,
Calif., said in Scimee
Trends:  “These casea
serve to demanstraie the
plutonium does nol ap-
pear lo be more carcine
penic than expecled and,
as far as bonc (cancer)
is concerned, may aclual-
v he less carcinngenic
than expeciced.”

Liverman rupressed
hope that the rdesov-
ey ol e I ingeeten

sulygret, plon e ciewcer
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free records of 27 per-
sons cxposed (o plutoni-
um in  preparing  carly
hydrazen bombs al Los
Alamas, N.M., will help
reduce {cars abnul the
danger  of  plulunivin
expostire in proposcd nuy-
clear breeder reaclors.

The injeclion program
was conducied  belween
1945 and 1947 (o help
determine sufe cxposure
levels ior thase in the
bomb program. .

All 18 subjecls, whaose
names  ERDA will nol
discloxe. were considered
lerminally ill at the time.

A spokesman said 13 of
the tesl subjpecls were
men and five  were
women, amd thit |h were
winle gmdd Uren black,
Most were tuidhile spn

1.S. tested :phwoniumnn humans

adulis, although ncoes
ranged {rom 4 to G4, the
spokesman said.,

The plutoniimm  injee-
tions were  adiminisieresd
in the Strong Memorin)
Haspita! ol the Universily
of Tlochesier  in  MNew
Yark; the Billinps §laspi
tal al the Universily of
Chicato; the hospital st
the University of Calilor-
nia in San  Frangcisen;
and a govermmenl hoppi-
tal jn Qak Hidge, Tenn,

The ENDA sail  the
amount of plulopimn in-
jeeled ranped from {wo
1o 145 Llimes the present
maximum permissailhe
dose for the human hody.

Jiverman said a2 black
mon who stil lives in
Texas was the anly one
1o pel the
thna,
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